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ever replace it. You, the men and women of
the CIA, put your passion and creativity behind
our intelligence. We still depend on our case
officers abroad who face new pressures, chal-
lenges, and dangers in a more complex world.
We still rely on our imagery analysts who prove
every day from the Cuban missile crisis to
Desert Storm that a picture truly can be worth
a thousand words and more.

We still need dedicated men and women to
monitor foreign communications and sound the
right alarms. We still need analysts to weave
varied strands of data into logical, honest assess-
ments and, when necessary, into warnings. We
still need sophisticated counterintelligence to
keep our secrets in and keep foreign agents
out. And ultimately, our intelligence commu-
nity’s success depends upon the support of the
public it serves and the Congress that oversees
its work. So let me say again how pleased I
am to see these distinguished Members of Con-
gress here today, evidence of the strong partner-
ship between the legislative branch and the in-
telligence community. Thank you for your pres-
ence.

In the walls here at Langley, there is in-
scribed that magnificent verse of scripture, ‘‘And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.’’ For five decades, the men and
women of the CIA have made it their mission
to bring that truth to light, often at tremendous
personal risks and never for personal acclaim.

For five decades, your honor, your heroism,
your judgment, and your intelligence has helped
America to meet every challenge we have faced.
Now, on the brink of the 21st century, with
your help we can do that all over again for
another 50 years. Once again, you stand at the
forefront of America’s defense, you embody
America’s best values, and you must help to
carry us into a brighter future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in the
quadrangle at CIA Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Stephanie Tenet, wife of Director
of Central Intelligence George J. Tenet; Charles
(Chase) Brandon, Public Affairs Officer, CIA; and
Mir Aimal Kansi, apprehended suspect in the
1993 shooting of CIA employees at an intersection
in Langley, VA.

Remarks on Proposed Fast-Track Trade Authority Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 16, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Today I am
taking the next step in our strategy to extend
our prosperity into the next century. I have sub-
mitted legislation to the Congress that will
renew the traditional authority granted to Presi-
dents of both parties since 1974 to negotiate
new trade agreements to open foreign markets
to goods and services made by American work-
ers.

We are at a moment of hard-earned optimism
and great hope for our future, with 13 million
new jobs, unemployment below 5 percent. Our
1993 economic plan, which cut the deficit by
80 percent, created the base conditions for this
growth. The bipartisan balanced budget I have
just signed, with its unprecedented investment
in education, sets the stage for further prosperity
into the next century.

But we must also recognize that a critical
element of America’s success has been our lead-
ership in the global economy. More than a third
of our growth in the past 4 years has come
from expanded trade. Today, 12 million Amer-
ican jobs are supported by exports. Today, at
the pinnacle of that strength, America must
choose whether to advance or to retreat. I be-
lieve the only way we can continue to grow
and create good jobs in the future is to embrace
global growth and expand American exports.

The legislation I submitted today extends for
4 years the authority every American President
has had for decades, to negotiate new agree-
ments that tear down foreign barriers to our
goods and our services, everything from com-
puter equipment to chemicals. It will enable
the United States to sell in the world’s fastest
growing markets, regions where our competitors
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will step in if we retreat. It will help to create
the high-wage jobs that come from exports, and
it will do this while allowing us to advance pro-
tections for workers’ rights and the environment,
critical goals for us at home and for America
abroad.

The Vice President and I are now going to
Capitol Hill to meet with the Democratic Mem-
bers of Congress to spell out why this legislation
is in the national interest. The legislation reflects
the values of both parties and reflects the abid-
ing partnership between the President and Con-
gress. It is a bipartisan partnership that has
helped to produce strong prosperity and a part-
nership that must continue in the interest of
the American people and our future.

Landmines
Q. Mr. President, are you changing your pol-

icy on landmines?
The President. No, I’m not changing my pol-

icy on landmines. I have been working very
hard to try to reach agreement with the parties
in Oslo.

But I would like to remind everybody here
of a few facts. I believe that I was the first
world leader to call for an end to the landmines
that are killing so many innocent people around
the world. The United States does not produce,
sell, or deploy these mines, and we are destroy-
ing them. With the single exception of Korea—
everyone in the world recognizes that Korea is
a special problem because of the number of
North Korean troops that are very close to
Seoul. And we have been working with the peo-
ple in Oslo to try to get an extended period
of time to deal with that.

Now, there is another issue that relates to
our antitank mines, which are slightly different
from other countries, which also involve destruc-
tion devices that automatically go dead within
a matter of hours or days. We’re trying to work
through these things.

But the United States has done more than
any other country to bring an end to landmines.
We have spent $150 million in the last 4 years
in demining work. We are missing an airplane
off the coast of Africa that deposited a demining
team in Africa to continue this work. So we
have not taken a back seat to anyone. But we
have to make sure that our fundamental respon-
sibilities through the United Nations for Korea,
and to our own troops in terms of antitank

mines, which are legal under this treaty, can
be maintained.

And we’re working on it. I don’t want to
discuss the state of play because I’m not quite
sure what it is. But we have another day or
so to try to work through this. The United States
would like to be a signatory to this agreement,
but I have to be sure that we can fulfill our
responsibilities and protect our troops.

Q. Sir, how much of a fast track——

Proposed Tobacco Legislation
Q. Do you support an increase in the price

of cigarettes of $1.50? Is that one of the pro-
posals tomorrow on tobacco?

The President. I will announce tomorrow what
I think we should do on tobacco. And we’re
going to come out for some clear principles
that will further this debate, which we started
a long time ago now it seems, with the action
proposed by the FDA. Again, I will say I want
to do what is necessary to protect children’s
health, particularly, and the public health in
general. And I will be, I think, quite vigorous
and clear tomorrow when I make that an-
nouncement.

Q. Sir, is the tobacco agreement dead? How
much of a fast track is it going to be on after
tomorrow?

The President. No, I don’t think it’s dead.
You know, Members of Congress have made
comments about whether it could be done or
not this year. We ought do this as—we ought
to get this legislation through Congress as quick-
ly as we can. I would hope that we can get
all the parties to the lawsuit involved to agree
to it. But we have to do it right. So I will
do it as quickly as possible, working with the
leadership in Congress, but I want to do it right.

Q. Will you offer legislation on your own,
sir?

The President. What did you say?
Q. Will you offer your own legislation?
The President. Well, tomorrow—let me just

say this—tomorrow we’re going to talk about
general principles, and then we’ll do some con-
sulting to see what the most productive way
to get legislation in the hopper is.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to depart-
ing for meeting with the House Democratic Cau-
cus on Capitol Hill.
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